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Reverend Dr. Sherlock, 
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THEIR 


 Neeſent Majeſfies 


GOVERNMENT 


Proved to. be 


Throughly Settled, &>«. 


Aving lately perus'd ſeveral Pamphlets, which 
the Authors ſtile, Remarks oz Dr. Sherlock's 
New Book about the Caſe of Allegiance due to So- 
veraign Powers, I find they pretend to Charge 


him with Zohbiſm: I prefume, it may not be thought - 


uſele(s to give the True State of the Caſe, and thence 
to prove the Lawfulnefs of our Submiſſion to Their Pre- 
ſent MAJESTIES; and that without approaching 
or Bordering upon the Opinion of Mr. Zobbs, who I 


ſtill think is much in the wrong, as I ſhall ſhew by and 


by: And this I ſhall the rather, do, becauſe it may help 
to remove the Prejudices of our Brethren, who have not 
yet own'd the Government, being ſcandaliz'd, that we 
ſeem to favour his Principles. Fr 
Having wip'd off this Stain, I ſhall briefly ſhew, That 
thoſe Principles, by which I am govern'd, are not dan- 
gerous to the Thrones of Princes: This I undertake to 
Ax prove, 
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4 Their Majeſties Government Vmdicated. 
prove, Becauſe, any Principle that ſhakes the Throne, 
would be a Stumbling-Block to all Loyal Men, and at 
leaſt prejudice them againſt ſuch Arguments as "may be 
urg'd to prove our Submiſſion Lawful : And it ſeems 
the more neceſſary to give this Argument its full Weight, 
becauſe the Learned. Dr. Sherlock has but touch'd upon 
that Point, and only ballances this Danger on the Prin- 
ces ſide, with the DoQtrine of Nox-Refiſtance on our Part ; 
and indeed, it ſhews an excellent Providence, That God 
has ſo ſettled the Governments of the World, as to eſta- 
bliſh an irreſiſtible Power in each Government, -to pre- 
frve the Peace of it, and yet lays a moſt conſiderable 
Reſtraint upon ſuch Governours, by putting it into 
the Power of their oppreſsd SubjeQs, to be idle SpeCta- 
tors of their Danger in the day of Tryal, and to tranſ- 
fer their Allegiance as ſoon as any proſperous Conque- 
rour can get into their Thrones. | 

But I think we have ſomething more to offer on this 
Subje&, viz. That our Principles are not prejudicial to 
Princes, or dangerous to their Crowns ; or at leaſt, ac- 
cording to theſe Principles, all good Princes (as for ſuch 
as are Arbitrary and Tyrannical, they muſt ſhift for them- 
ſelves) may have great Hopes of Recovering their Do- 
minions, if by the Misfortune of War, or any other Ac- 
cident, they be driven from their Thrones ; which ſeems 
not to be enough provided for, by the Zypothefis that. 
our Learned Author has given us: For if as foon' as 
any. Uſurper has got quiet Poſſeſſion of the Throne, Sub- 
miſſion be then peremptorily and abfolutely requir'd, as. 


a Duty incumbent on all the Members of that Govern- 


ment, then the Caſe of. a good and a. bad Prince, when. 


they are once diſpoſſels'd, ſeem-to be-equally deſperate, 


viz, Neither of them can with. any Moral Aſſurance, 
promiſe .themſelves any Aſſiſtance at home, from ſuch as 
were their Subjects: Whereas, I.am concernd to ſee. 

Princes, 
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Princes, fo unlike in themſelves, to be ſet on the ſame 
foot in their Quarrels; and I am in pain, to fay ſome- 
thing, which may ſupport the Hopes of injur'd Innocence ;. 
I pretume [I ſhall do it: Tf I fail in the Attempt, I hope 
the Reader will impute it to an honeſt Zeal, to proteQ 
Vertue and Innocence, that has blinded my Eyes. 

And 1n profecurion of this deſign, I ſhall prove, That 
there waggno Obligation to-ſubmit to the Uluryers after 
the late Civil War, and that though we ſhould ſuppoſe 
them in the quiet Poſſeſſion of the Government ; I hope 
that-I ſhall be able to make all this appear Reaſonable, 


without denying the Doctrine taught in Biſhop Overal's. 


Convocation-Book ; it may look ſomewhat like a Con- 
tradition, but I muſt defire my Readers Patience until 
I can come at it. 

To contract this Diſcourſe, as much as- I can, I ſhall 
make this one Suppoſition, That Princes, who originally 
have no Right to their Thrones, when their Government: 
is throughly. ſettPd, arc inveſted with God's. Authority, 
and mutt be obey'd. by all the Members of that Go- 
vernment, in as full a Manner, as any other, the moſt. 
Legal and Rightful Princes can challenge : This Prin- 
ciple is Plainly taught in Biſhop Overa/'s Convocation- 
Book, and | rhink tully cleard by the Learned Dottor 
Sherlock; and he is ſo able to maintain what he has 
advancd, that it would: be great preſumption in me, to- 
endeavour to -fet it in a better Light. 

Taking it then for granted, Thar all ſuch Princes are 
to be reverenc'd and obey'd. by their Subjes ; our En- 
quiry is, When a Government may be ſaid to be Throughly 
Settled ? 

This to me ſeems a very. Knotty Queſtion, and will re- 
quire ſome thoughts to Reſolve it ; and I know not how to 


_ do jt, but by looking back tothe Original of all Soveraign 


Power, where we have been much-in the dark; ſome ſay- 


ing, . 


_ 


6 Their Majeſties Governmiit Vmdicated. 


ing,Lo it is herc,and, Loit is there; ſome one thing and ſome 
another ; one raiſing all Soveraignty from the natural Pa- 
ternal Authority, another founding it in Conqueſt, a third 
in EleQion ; others again pretending, that the ſeveral So- 
veraignties of the World have had ſeveral Originals: But 
for my part, with ſubmiſſion to better Judgments, I ſhall 
aſſert, that all Soveraignty is founded in ſubmuſſion; and this 
ſhall be the Thread to. my following diſcourſeywhich if 
I can maintain, I doubt not but to prove all that IT have 
promis'd on this Point : For if it appears, that no Man is a 
Subjet but upon his own ſubmiſſion, and that Conqueſt 
without this can give no Man Authority to Govern, and 
Command me as his ſubje& ; then it plainly follows, that 
dominion is not founded in power ; and that power, and a 
quict poſlelion, 1s no certain fign to us, that God has gi- 
ven the Soveraign Authority with it. 

I Afert then, that all Civil Government, whether it be 
Eletive, or Hereditary, Artſtocracy, Democracy, or any 
other Form of Civil Government, it 1s all founded in fub- 
million ; and I think there needs no-other proof of this 
Doctrine, but to ſay, that a free man can never be made 
another's ſubject, but by his own conſent, or ſubmiſſion, 
either in his own Perſon , or by his Repreſentative : By 
the tortune of War, I may become another Mans Priſoner, 
bur he muſt have my own conſent to make me his fubjett ; 
by the fortune of War, a Foreign Prince or a Rebellious 
Subject may get poſſeſſion of our whole Kingdom, Uſurp 
the Crown,and have the full and quiet Adminiſtration of the 
Government, and as it 1s uſually done, Claim our Obedi- 
ence as his Subjects : But in' Truth, he has no true Title to 
ir ; indeed, if the War was juſt, all the whole property is 
his until we enter into Conditions; but the Obedience of 
SubjeRs is not due from us, until we haveaeclar'd; and ac- 
knowledg'd him to be our Soveraign';' and this I may call 
a Reciprocal Obligation, which either may refuſe: Nor will 

= IC | 


it argue much bounty in the Conqueror to return us our 
Liberty and Property, in lieu of our Obedience ; becauſe 
- without Obliging our Conſciences, he can hope to reap 
but little fruit from all his Conqueſts; he can never be ſe- 
cure in his Throne, nor ſettVd in his Government, until he 
has ſome Tye upon our Conſciences; as we are his priſo- 
ners, he may Torment and Puniſh us ; but all this while 
he has no hold upon our Conſciences, all things are Law- 
tul againſt him as againſt a publick Enemy, and we are free 
to draw our Swords again{t him, as ſoon as we can eſcape 
_ out of his hands; to that on theſe Occaſions, a Conqueror 
1s forc'tto fland Arm'd, or to bind our hands until he can 
bind our Conſciences. 

And this ſeems to be the key to underſtand thoſe paſ(- 
ſages, quoted out of Biſhop Overal's Convocation-book : 
The New Government is then throughty ſettV'd, when 
the new Prince has the full Adminiſtration of the Govern- 
ment, and is own'd as Soveraign by the Repreſentatives 
of the people freely choſen ; we muſt then ſubmit not only 
for Wrath, but Conſcience fake, becauſe it is the Ordi- 
nance of God. Here therefore,l muſt preſume to aſſert, that 
- the right-of Government is not deriv'd from God, without 
the conſent or ſubmiſſion of the people ; I do not fay it 
is not deriv d from God, but the conſent of the people, to- 

ether with the full Enjoyment of the Regal Power, is our 
Viſible Evidence, that ſuch a Prince has receiv'd his Au- 
thority from God ; for till this be done, we cannot with 
any propriety of ſpeech, fay that the Government is ſettl'd, 
nor 1s it calld the Ordinance of God until it be ſettl'd. 
I fay, Submiſſion only makes a 'Through Settlement, 
becauſe, notwithſtanding a quiet poſlefſion, it is probable 
whole multitudes may wait an opportunity to overturn it, 
unleſs the Nation has declar'd its willingneſs ro Acquielce 
by Repreſentatives, who are the mouth of the people, and 
impower'd to ſpeak their minds. 
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I Would not have it thought, as if by this, Ideny'd the 
Power of God, to et an Ulurping Tyrant over us againſt 
our wills ; for God can doit if he pleaſe, and make us the 
inſtruments of it ; when he means thus to afflict any Na- 
tion, or People, he can ſo incline their hearts, as to make 
them receive him to be their King, who ſhall be their 
Scourge ; Or the Uſurping Tyrant having them in his 
Power, may make them willing to be his Subjeas, on ſuch 
Conditions as they can get : And thus God can ſer a bad 
King over us in ſome fente againſt our wills, and yet it is 
our own Act : For we owe him no Obedience, and are 
not Oblig'd to Reverence, and Obey him on the ſcore of 
Conſcience, until his Government be ſettl'd by our receiv- 
ing him to be our Soveraign, either in our own Perſons, or 
by our Repreſentatives. 

I preſume it will be ſufficient to clear this Point, if I firſt 
prove, That our Preſent Civil Governments could have no 
other Original ; and further, ſhew in what ſenſe the Men 
ot ſucceeding Ages, and our preſent Times, are not ſaid 
ro be Subjects, without their own conſent or  ſubmiſ- 
ſton. 

For the Reaſons already given, Ido ſuppoſe all Civil Go- 
vernments muſt have their Original, either from Submi(- 
fon, or from the Paternal Authority : Now none of our pre- 
ſent Princes can Claim their right from Paternal Authority, 
becauſe it cannot be thought that any Prince now living, 
thould-be able to make good his Claim, as the dire& Heir 
from Noah; tho' they want no flatterers, yet none of them 
are ſo vain as to give out, that they are the Heirs of this 
great Family ; ſo that I ſhall take it for granted, that all 
pretences to Soveraign Authority from Paternhal Power, 
are abſolutely out of doors: And at preſent I can foreſee 
nothing Material, that may be objeed againſt this Hypo- 
thefis, unleſs t be what our Learned Author ſeems to ob- 
je, viz. Thatas natural Authority is the moſt facred, fo 


no 
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T heir Majeſties Government Vindicated. © 
no Man had Authority to give it away ; that is, if I mi- 
ſtake not his meaning, a Father having Soveraign Autho- 
rity over his Children , and Childrens Children , &c. 
may not Transfer this Authority to any other Per- 
ſon. | 
Now to clear this doubt, Perhaps it would be no diffi- 

cult Task. ; 

Firſt, To ſhew the Neceflity of Transfering this Au- 
thority as families multiplied ; for every thing that is 
Abſolutely neceſſary is Lawful, juſt as we fay it was 
Lawful for Caiz to Marry his own Siſter. 

Secondly, If it were Unlawful in the Original, a long 
Succeſſion wipes off the Stain, as our Author plainly 
grants. 

, Thirdly, It being impoſſible to Govern the whole 
World by the care and inſpection of one Man,and it being 
impoſſible to point out the dire Heir in each Country, 
and again impoſſible to ſettle the Limits of his Govern 
ment : I Conclude it was Lawful for every Parent to 
. Transfer, ſo much of his Authority to ſome Single Per- 
ſon, as was neceſlary to preſerve Peace in the Neighbour- 
hood, reſerving ſtill ſo much to themſelves as might pre- 
ſerve a Filial Obedience; and this might be done, as we 
ſee it is at this day amongſt us, tho” a ſtranger to their 
blood, were inveſted with a Soveraign Authority over 
them. 

But Laſtly, tho' no Authority, be. ſo Sacred as what is 
Natural, yet I conclude it Lawful, not only on Neceſlary, 
but Prudential accounts to Transfer it: If any denys it 
is gratis dictum, when they publiſh their Reaſons, it will 
be time enough to put in our Anſwer. 

So that in ſhort,[ ſuppoſe it Lawful for any body of Free 
Men, to invelt any one of themſelves, or a ſtranger, with 
a Soveraign Authority over them: And that all our Pre- 
{ent Governments did begin 4a this manner, is more than 


b probable, 


£2 p : ma 


? 1 « tet” Db 
mn OT 
PI — 
Ys 6 


«© bs wt = hr A s 


< PE a y - ; 
<—__—— , 
"ee mag 

— . 


$4 4 Gra - - > 


* 588 
2 ws AS: 5 
OD Bo i a = S 


_ - _— 
———— IRC Wy No —o—_—_ — m7 
— 
Is Aa. « - 


- - a 
ns + ny —_—__— — - <d 
6h" » - i - PR 


. - cms ap———_— 


.- 


0 Ds MG. ee er tre ere. as ap. a ma 


On umn nn —_— —_— 
os G > — —_— » bo 4 wad, - G - 
; NT es es a in a I eee EE i OE CC CORE 
-eT” 


A» a 
W 


Pg 0 I Ab 


tO Their. Majeſties Government Vmidicated. ; 


probable, becauſe none of them could have ſuch Autho- 
rity by any other means; the. pretences from, Paternal 
Authority are our of doors, Conqueſt will lay: no 'Ob- 
ligation to Obedience on a Mans Conſcience, and therefore 
nothing but Conſent or Submiſſion can do it. 

It matters not whether this Submiſſion. was'procur'd 
in gratitude for former Obligations, or by-Flattery, or for 
fear of Rough Treatment ; it may be ſometimes a wil- 
ling ſubmiſſion, and ſometimes an Hard Choice, but ones 
own Submiſſion only binds his Conſcience; if he would 
brave his Adverſary, and not yield to become his SubjeR, 
or Vaſſal, he would, as we ſay, be his own Man, as ſoon 
as he eſcap'd his Adverſaries hands; whereas having once 
receiv'd him for his Soveraign, his Conſcience is for ever 
bound ; and if I may ſo ſay, he carries his Chains with 
him to the Remoteſt Corners of the World: All Nations 
as far as I know being agreed, that no Subject can ſhake off 
his Obedience at his pleaſure ; and agreeable to this 
Pinciple they all AQ, on occaſion, calling any of them 
home, and proceeding againſt ſuch as refuſe to Obey 
their Summons, which you muſt confeſs ought never to 
be done by a bare Conquerour ; I mean, who is not yet 
own'd by the Eſtates: Or if ſuch a Prince ſhould pretend 
to Recall ſuch as are Fled from his Ulurped Government, 
tho” he has the Sword, and the whole Power in his hands, 
yet I ſuppoſe you will not ſay that ſuch Refugies are ob- 
lig'd to return, and a& the part of good ſubjects. 

This therefore is a plain indication, that all our preſent 


Civil Governments were founded, and ſettFd in the Con- 


ſent, or Submiſſion of our Anceſtors ; It remains now, 
to ſhew that their Poſterity, and we of this Preſent Age, 
are not properly ſaid to be ſubje&g;without our own 
ſubmiſſion : And it is Neceſlary to prove this, as well in 
EleQtive gs Hereditary Governments ; becauſe the Govern- 
ment is not there Difſoly'd upon the Death of the Prince, 

| | JLOT\: 
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of, would any Member 'of it be looſe from his Obedi- 
ence, though he ſhould deny to Concur with them'in 
the EleCtion of a New King, and claim his Liberty at 
or before the Eleftion. 


* T fay then, as our Anceſtors voluntarily ſubmitted to 


be Subjects of this Hereditary Monarchy, fo it is pre-\ 
ſum'd to be our own Choice, they were as propcrly- our 
Repreſentatives, as thoſe that we now Chute in our own” 


perſons, and our Conſent is as well preſum'd to the 
EnaCting of their LAWS, as to thoſe that are now 
made ; and they tranſmitted no more Liberty to me, 
than they reſerved to themſelves : Nor 1s it any great 
Strain to preſume our Conſent in this'Caſe; tor, to give 
this Argument all the Force I'can, I will owned ſelf 
born in a'very unhappy Government ; but as_a bad Go- 


vernment is better thin none at all, fo I ſhodld think it' 


no fooliſh Choice, to Anfiver for my OfFſpring that 


they ſhould be ſubje& to the ſame Government, *and 
might rationally ſuppoſe, that if they could now appear, 
they would ratify it in their own perſons ; becauſe, all 
Civil Societies muſt ſoon be diſlolv'd, if the Child be not 
born in the ſame Condition with his Parents ; I mean, 
 ſubjet to the ſame Laws, and the fame Government : 
Therefore, as my Anceſtors did preſume to Conſent for 
me, that I ſhould be ſubject to all the Laws which they 
Enacted, ( for as yet I know no other Reaſon of my be- 
ing ſubje& to:them) ; ſo amongſt other things, they did 
Conſent for me, that I ſhould be ſubje& to ſuch a Go- 
vernment, to ſuch and ſucka Prince: The Reaſon holds 
in both, by Vertue of their Act. I did as much Conſent 
to be a Subject to the King of England, as I did Conſent 
to any other Law which they Eſtabliſh't : They thought 
it no Preſumption to Conſent for us, and we yet tread 
m their ſteps; for whatever Laws are now Enacted, will 
oblige our Poſterity, as if it were their own AQ; 'we 
oh B 2 Repreſent 
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Repreſent thoſe that are yet unborn, and Chooſe for them ;; 
and as you find by what has been faid, may ratjonally 
preſume to do fo. 

Obj. If it be Demanded, On what Account our Anceſtors, 
Three or Four Hundred Tears ago, ſhould Chooſe a King 
or us ? | 

# Avuſ, The Anſwer is very obvious, viz. They well un- 

derſtood the Conveniencies of Government, and there- 

fore might well preſume our Conſent, to be Members of 
it, upon as good Terms as they could get ; becauſe, as L 
faid before, a bad Government is better than none, ſince 

therefore they were to Chooſe for themſelves,. as well as. 
their Poſterity, and had an equal Intereſt in this great 

Aﬀair, they might preſume to Conſent for us, ſeeing 
they conſulted our Happineſs and Security in the World ;. 
or if they acted fooliſhly and unfaithfully, yet ſince the 

thing muſt be done, or the World would become an Acel- 

dama, they might on good Grounds preſume our Conſent, . 
and Chooſe for us, as we yet do for our Poſterity in other 

Caſes; or indeed in the ſame Caſe, whenever. we tran(- 

fer any part of our Liberty, by enlarging the Preroga- 

tive of the Crown. We may AC wilely or foolitbly, as. 
it happens, but we A not for our ſelves alone, it affets. 
our whole Poſterity, whom we Repreſent, and who are 
ſuppoſed to Conſent with us, for otherwiſe, I cannot ſee - 
how it ſhould oblige their Conſciences. 

Obj. But it may further be Objefted againſt this Hypo- 
theſis, That the Major Vote cannot include my Conſent, un- 
leſs I pleaſe. | 

Anſ. 1 grant it, if a New Toverament were now to 
be Erected, it could not; but where we could not. 
Act in our own Perſons, our Anceſtors being our true 
Repreſentatives, it was rational to preſume on our Con: 
ſent in what they did for us; and ſince we. could not 
Chooſe for our ſelves, ourjConſent is moſt A pre 
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ſum'd to the Major Vote, as it is at this day, when any 
New Law is eſtabliſh'd ; and ſince we cannot all a& in 
our own perſons, I ſuppoſe, every Wiſe Man would ra- 
ther ſtand oblig'd by the Major Vote, than entruſt his 
whole Property 1n the breaſt of thoſe more peculiar Re- 
preſentatives, whom he eleAs himſelf, ſince it gives them 
ſo large a Power, and therefore is. a 'Truſt too great to be 
put into the hands of any one Man; and on this Account 
our Anceſtors might well preſume to Conſent for us, that 
in theſe Caſes we ſhould be oblig'd by the Major Vote. 

Indeed, at firſt fight it may ſeem ſomewhat hard, that 
eur Anceſtors ſhould not reſerve a Liberty to every par- 
ticular Man to Chooſe for himſelf, We are naturally ve- 
ry fond of this Liberty, but in the main, it cannot be 
done, becaule no conſiderable Body of Men can be thus 
 govern'd; and as it appears by the Event, they who have 
reſerv'd molt of this Liberty, have ated the moſt impru- 
dently. Thus I ſuppoſe we are in ſome Meaſure ſenſi- 
ble of -the great Inconvemiencies incident to an Elective 
Government in Poland, where, at their Dyets, nothing 
is Enacted by a Major Vote, but only by a general Con- 
ſent ; the Wheel of Government moves ſo heavily, that 
that great People, «who in their Perſons are Valiant, in 
their Councils not inferiour to their Neighbours, and 
in their Numbers, as Conſiderable as any Nation in Zu- 
rope, are become the Sport: of Fortune, being miſerably 
harraſs'd by every Puny Invader ; and: for want of giv- 
ing away a little more Liberty, many of them frequent- 
ly loſe it all ; Multitudes being daily carryed into a mi- 
ſerable Captivity by their Enemies, by reaſon of thoſe 
Dilatory Proceedings: So that our:Anceſtors miglit well 
preſume to Conſent for us, in paſſing away this Liberty ; 
And indeed, with us there is ſuch a-true Temper ob- 
ſerv'd, betwixt Liberty and Prerogative, that the whole 

Frame of our Laws, ſeem: to -be of our own inditing, 
| being 
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being ſuch as every Wiſe Man would Conſent to, tho' 
we were to begin afreſh. 'But this is more than:needs be 
ſaid ; for if our Anceſtors had Acted very Fooliſhly, and 
made our Condition much worſe than it is, their Laws 
would have ſtill Oblig'd us, they would have been lookr 
upon as our own Ad, becauſe they were our Repreſen- 
ratives. 

And now I hope it appears, I had ſome Reaſon to ſay, 
that no Man is a Subje& without his own Conſent,or Sub- 
miſſion ; but before I proceed to build upon this Principle, 
it may be neceſſary to remove the ſcruples of one ſort 
of men (for they are no Arguments) againſt what is 
advanc'd. 
. Object. They may ſay, if Subjeits give their Prince 
his Authority , they may take it away again, if they 

Anſ. But we ſay, they give Him not his Authority, 


+ tho'he has it not without their Conſent, or Submiſſion : 


they are only the Pipes, or the Channels, whereby God 
Almighty conveys his Authority to him: For as'I faid 
before, to ſhorten-my diſcourſe, 1 take it for granted, that 
all Government is the Ordinance of God, and therefore 
tho* the ſubjeRts may Elect. the Perfon, it is God thar 
gives Him his Authority. It is a Womans own Conſent, 
that makes her Subje@ to the Law of her Husband; but 
yet Marriage being Gods Ordinance, as well as Govern- 
ment, when it is done ſhe cannot Recall, or Re-aſſume her 
Liberty. 

But only for Argument's ſake, we will ſuppoſe all Au- 
thority deriv'd from the People ; yet then I ſay, it cannot 
be recall'd, but by the Conſent of all Parties concern. 
And tho? our Repreſentatives, may preſume the Conſent 
of the People, yet the King having a Negative Voice, 
nothing of this Nature, according to our Conſtitution, can 
be done without him, whilſt he is able and willing topro» 


rect - 


tect us: But if he abandons his People, and cannot, or will 
not come. to protect :us ; and: our. Repreſentatives, to pre- 
vent the utter ruin ofthe Common-wealth, do then a- 
gree,and declare the Soveraigaty to'be in the next Heir, that 
can protett us; and thus ſettle, him in the full Adminiſtra- 
tion of the Government, we muſt then fubmit, not upon 
Mr. Hobbs his baſe Principle, becauſe dominion is found- 
ed in Power ; but by Virtue of the Determination of our 
Repreſentatives, which is lookt upon as the Act of the 
whole People, and includes the Conſent of every Particu- 
lar Perſon, which, as it appears by this difcourſe, is the 
only Vilible means of conveighing a Soveraign Authori- 
ty to any Perſon. And if this quiet poſſeftion, together 
with the free Conſent of our Repreſentatives, will not be 


thought a "Through Settlement, I can think of nothing 


that caa ſtrengthen it, unleſs it be the Reſignation of the 
Late King, which 1 preſume, ought never to be expected, 
and would as much be wanted, upon the moſt Evident 
Conqueſt, as tt is in this Caſe here before us. And there- 
fore, I hope I may Conclude, that our Government is now 
Throughly Settl'd,. and that we who ſubmit to it cannot 
be charg'd with Zobbiſm; lince we do not fay that any 
Prince, who has quiet poſſeſſion of the Throne, can 
Claim our Obedience, but only ſuch as are Confirm'd, and 
SettI'd in it by the Determination of our Repreſentatives : 
This I think is a very Natural Explication ' of thoſe Paſ- 


ſages in Biſhop Overal's Convocation-Book, which re- 
quire our Obedience to a Government Throughly Settl'd ;. 


tor that Government mult needs be very Slippery and 
' Tottering; which our Repreſentatives, who are ſuppos'd 
| to have the Hearts, and to be the Mouth of the People, 
will not Confirm. 

And for as much as I was fatisfied, that my own ſub- 
miſſion was both juſt and rational, without bordering up- 


on Mr, Hobbs his baſe Principle, which I always deteltcd-:, 


O11 
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on this Occaſion, I thought it Neceſſary to Recolle& my 
thoughts on this ſubject, and commit them to writing, 
that I might the more clofely examine, how well my Rea- 
fons Hung together. But 1could not ſet them in a True 
Light, withour ſpinning them. out to this length, before 
I came to the matter in hand, which I chiefly deſign'd, 
vis, To ſhew what a Vaſt Difference there is berwixt 
Mr. Hobbs, his Opinion of Government , and our 
OWN. | 

His comes from the Father of Lyes ; Ours I hope from 
the God of Truth, his is the diate of felt-intereſt, ours 
the Reſolves of Reaſon and Conſcience : He ſays all So- 
veraignty, or all dominion is Founded in Power, we fay 
no ſuch thing : The greateſt Conqueror cannot Compel 
us to be his Subjeats without our own ſubmiſiton ; tho' he 
has Power over our Country, and our perſons, yet he 
can lay no Obligation upon our Conſciences to become 
his SubjeAs. This muſt be our own at, either in perſon, or 
by our Repreſentatives : And if this Notion will bear the 


Light, there is no pretence to fay as Mr. Zobbs does, 


that his having the Power of the Sword, makes us be- 
come his SubjeQs. FOR 
And as this Hypotheſis does entirely Wipe off the Stain 
of Hobbiſm, ſolikewile is it a great ſupport, or at leaſt not 
dangerous to the Thrones of good Princes; for one would 
ſuſpect that his thoughts were ill grounded, if they oblig'd 
him to maintain ſuch Principles; and indeed, it ts-a Mes 
lancholy thing to think, that we ihould be oblig'd as good 
Subjects to pay Obedience to the firſt Conqueror,that ſhall 


get quiet poſſeſſion of the Throne, as Mr. Hobbs has taught 


Us. | 

But according to this Hypothefrs, the Government of the 
New Prince 15 never Throughly Serttl'd, until he has ac- 
quird the Conſent-of the Pecple.; there is no Obedience 
aue tohim, until they Confirm his Authority. | 
But - 
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And this I call a great Security to all good Princes ; 
for ſuppoling it neceſſary to have their Conſent to Con- 
firm a Government, that began perhaps in Uſurpation, 
and ſettle it, I know nothing more, that a Good, but 
Diſpoſleſs'd Prince, can deſire to maintain his Hopes of 
an happy Turn of Afﬀairs, to Re-inſtate him in his 
Dominions : For Men may fay what they will, and 
ſuggeſt, That every Body is ready to Adore the Riſing 
Sun; and that the worſt Title, provided it be proſpe- 
rous, never wants hands to ſupport and ſtrengthen it ; 
bur for my part, TI could never be Tempted, nor do I 
think we ever had reaſon to make ſuch odious general 
Cenſures: And as I hope we now want not many ho- 
neſt Patriots, who would have ſupported: the late King 
James, to the laſt drop of Blood, had his Government 
been fo Legal, as to have merited ſuch a Sacrifice ; ſo 
even in this Age, to the Honour of our Holy Religion, 
we want not many Generous Inſtances of Mens Integri- 
ty to this rational Principle : For though Cromwel had 
as quiet Poſleſſion of the Three Kingdoms, as any Con- 
queror could hope for, though he had all our Perſons 
naked. and helpleſs, in his Power, and at one Time, no 
Armed Force againſt him, either at home or abroad :; 
| Fet he could: never compaſs the Conſent of the People 
in a Free Convention or Parliament, as I ſhall ſhew you 
by and by. 

This therefore may extreamly exalt the hopes of all 
o00d: diſpoſſeſs'd Princes, who being juſt and innocent, 
may rationally expect, that the Free Repreſentatives of 
the People, will not own the Uſurped Power ; and ſo 
long as this is not done, they may as rationally hope 
for ,Succour from their Subjeas, on the firſt fair Oc- 
Gas. - , 

Obj. But ſome may ſay, How can this be? Ts it proba- 
ble that an Uſurper, in the quiet Poſſeſſion of the Throne, 
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ſhould net, though with ſome Difficulty, procure an Acknows 
ledgment of his Authority from our Free Choſen Repre- 


ſentatives. 


Anſ. | fay it is probable, and this late Inſtance of a 
laſting Uſurpation, where it could not be done, is a 
Convincing Proof, That it may be fo again, if we ſhould 
ever ſee the hike unhappy Occaſion. 

[ will grant that we live in a wicked Generation, and 
that the worſt Tyrant will have many Followers,” it it be 
but for Spoil and Plunder. He may be able to influence 
{ome by his Favours, others by his Threats ; others again 
may go along with him out of pure Zeal, ro reform ſuch 
Grievances, as he ſhall pleaſe ro Obje againſt. But 
what 1s this tewards influencing the Whole, or the Ma- 
jor part of the Nation? The Power of our Repreſenta- 
tives 1s deriv'd from ſo many Perſons, that the Ulurpers 
Bounty can reach but few of them ; his Menaces, when 
they are ſo general, loſe much of their Force, and as 
ſoon as he pretends to the Soveraignty, many of his moſt 
Zealous Followers prove his worſt Enemies : If he ſhould 
pretend to Corrupt the Repreſentatives themſelves, it 1s 
roo conſiderable a Body to be aw'd by Menaces, too nu- 
merous for his Favours, generally of too great Integrity 
to accept his Bribes, and of better Fortunes than to need 
them ; ſo that on this Score, a Diſpoſſeſs'd Good Prince 
might well promiſe himſeif an After-Game. 

Obj. But again it may be Objefted, That if it be not 
Lawful to pay Allegiance to thoſe Uſurpers, whoſe Autho- 
rity is not Confirm d by our Repreſentatives, then our Con- 
dition at ſuch Times, muſt needs be extreamly hazardous 
and deſperate, being naked and deſtitute, and expos d tothe 
Fury of thoſe, who have all the Power in their hands. 

Anſ. I cannot but ſay thEſe are moſt unhappy Circum- 
ſtances; but in a general Calamity, every good Man 
ſhould be willing to bear his Share, and venture his Se- 
curity, 
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curity, and even facrifice his private Intereſt, to pre- 
ſerve the Ancient Government, and Royal Family. 
Beſides, in ſuch Caſes the Danger is not ſo great, as 
we generally preſume it 1s: Indecd, it can hardly be 
rhought, but the Uſurpers- will ſacrifice ſome Worthy 
Patriots to their Ambition, as thoſe did in the late 
Times; but when they find a good Title, cannot be 
attain d without a Sea of Blood, and much preſent 
Danger to themſelves, they generaily fit down as con- 
tented as they can, only with a quiet Poſſeſſion : And 
as for thoſe Leading Men, whoſe Zeal may have ex- 
aſperated the Uſurpers Fury, they may live conceal 'd, 
or generouſly follow their Unhappy Maſter into Exile, 
and there patiently wait the Happy Hour: Nor as the 
World goes with them, will they look upon this Ho- 
nourable Baniſhment, as .an hard Choice, ſince if it 
were juſt to-ſubmit to the Uſurpers, they could not but 
expect to be look't upon with an evil Eye, and perhaps 
to be Cruſh'd at the firſt Opportunity. 
And 'this, I hope, is ſufficient to Convince any reaſo- 
nable Man, That theſe Principles are not dangerous to 
the Thrones of Princes ; for we do not Aflert, with 
Mr. Hobbs, That as ſoon as any Prince or Rebel has 
got Poſlefſion of the Throne, we immediately thereby 
become his Subjects: Nay, though they ſhould get, 
and keep quiet Poſſeſſion of it, we yet ſay there 1s no 
Obedience due from us, until their Uiurped Power be 
Settled, and Confirmd by our Repreſentatives, whom 
we ſtile the Fathers of our Country, who are the moſt 
knowing in theſe Aﬀairs, and being at the Helm, can 
beſt judge, Whether things be come to that Extremity, 
or not : But, Morally ſpeaking, this Recognition can- 
not be procur'd from them, bur in the utmoſt Extre- 


mity ; and in ſhort, then only when they are entirely 
S-2 in 
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in the Power of a Conquerour, and ſufficiently weary 
of their Diſpoſſeſs'd Prince, by reaſon of his Arbitrary 
and Illegal Proceedings. 

Thus it literally happen'd after the late Civil War: 
for notwithſtanding all the Endeavours that were us'd 
by the Uſurpers, they could never procure an Acknow- 
ledgment of their Authority from our Free Choſen Re- 
preſentatives, as I ſhall now ſhew you by repreſenting 
the true Matter of Fact, from Mr. Whzitlock's Memoirs, 
who muſt be allow'd to ſpeak as favourably to this 
Point, as the Caſe would bear. . 

And here, I ſuppoſe, it will not be neceſſary I 
ſhould ſay any thing of that part of the Parliament, 
commonly called ' the Rump; they indeed uſurp'd the 
Government, but there was not ſo much as the Face 
of a general Conſent in the Nation. Much leſs need 1 
mention thoſe 1x20 Perſons, whom Olzver, as General 
of the Army, call'd together ; who at laſt devolv'd, 
what Authority they had on him: It was never pre- 
tended they had any other Parliaments or Repreſenta- 
| tive Body of the People to confirm their Power. 

So that we are already come to Cromwel's Govyern- 
ment, as Protector, in which alone, if any where this 
Settlement is to be found. | 

Now Cromwel had but Two Conventions or Parlia- 
ments, as he call'd them, both which we will conſider, 
as alſo what they did towards Settling his Authority, 

by a Free Parliamentary Submiſſion , which we here 
' preſume to be neceſſary to make a Through Settle- 
ment. | 

His firſt Parliament was Summon'd Fare gth. 1654. 
and there is very -good Reaſon to ſuſpe&t there could be 
no free Eleion, becauſe there were ſuch Reſtrictions 
_ and Limitations, which the Sherift was to lay VPeo 

| . ne 


the People, ere they could be admitted to give their 
Votes. , 

Another Circumſtance, which muſt neceſſarily preju- 
dice the Freedom of this Parliament, was a ſtrange In- 
novation made by the Protector, in admitting Thirty 
Scotch, and Thirty 7riſh Members into it z For, could 
we ſuppoſe all the Z»g/iſþ Members Freely Choſen, ſo 
great an Acceſſion of Strangers muſt needs be a great 
Clog to the Engliſh. For if we may ſuppoſe theſe Six- 
ty Strangers at the Protector's Devotion, they, with the 
Help of ſome Friends they were ſure to find here, might 
probably do things in Favour of the Protector, againſt 
the Senſe of the People of Ezg/and, whoſe Opinions are 
beſt known by our own Members: And that theſe 
Sixty Strangers, were the Protectors Creatures, is no 1m- 
probable Suppoſition ; becauſe, he would -not otherwiſe 
have made this Innovation, or have fetch'd them ſo far 

for nothing. Beſides, Five Sheriffdoms in Scotland re- 
 turnd, that not one fit to be a Repreſentative, was 
to be found within their Liberty ; which ſhews, That 
the ProteQtor, and his Stateſ-men, were very nice in 
their Choice. 

I might alſo Object againſt this Parliament, ( and let 
it be Obſerv'd, That the former, and this Objection, 
lyes alſo againſt his Jaſt Parliament ) That it was not: 
Free, becauſe the Prote&tor took upon him, to call on- 
ly ſo many Perſons as he pleas'd, augmenting the Num- 
ber of Repreſentatives in ſome places, and diminiſhing 
in others, according to his own Humour, without any 
Colour of Law; and having taken this Liberty , you 
may imagine he was careful to call moſt of the Re- 
preſentatives . from thoſe places, where he had moſt 


Creatures, as I might eaſily make it appear, if it were 
worth my Time. 
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But let us Conſider what this Parliament did, when 
once they were come together. 

After ſome few Preliminaries, we find them Entring on 
the Grand Debate, Concerning the Articles of the Pro- 
teCtors inſtrument of Government, and that in ſuch a man- 
ner as made him jealous of their proceedings; and then he 
rhought it High time, to impoſe a Recognition upon them, 
which they were to Sign, before they were ſuffer'd to fit 
again in the Houſe : This Recognition (Which may be ſeen 
in the Memoirs) can in no ſenſe be calld a Publick A, 
ſince it was not firſt Voted in the Houſe: And Eftectually, 
upon this, many of them left that pretended Parliament, 
and they who did Sign it, preſently Voted, that it ſhould 
not be Conſtru'd to Comprehend the whole inſtrument, 
Conſiſting of Forty-two Articles; which was, as much 
| as to ſay, they reſerv'd {till to themſelves a Power to Break 
with him, in Caſe they could not Agree afterwards upon 
the faid Articles. 

And_if we ſtill Trace on their- Proceedings, we find 
them always very Buſy in their Debates, about the Go- 
vernment, and never able to come to any Concluſion as 
bout it, (unleſs I think upon Two Articles in Forty-two) 
till the Protector, being jealous of them, in great Hear 
Diſlolv'd them. 

His ſecond Parliament Met September 17. 1656. And 
it muſt be confeſt, that this Parliament, did as far as they 
were able, Confirm his Uſurp'd Authority : But nothing is 
more Evident, than that, this was a packt Number of his 
own Creatures ; and-as the Buſineſs was then Manag'd, it 
is Ridiculous to think, they could ſpeak rhe Peoples 
ſenſe in this matter. 

For they were not only Crampt, as the former Parlia- 
ment had been ; but as our Author obſerves, none of them 
were ſuffer'd to enter the Houſe, without a Certificate, 

| that 
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that they were approv'd by the Prote&tors Council : 
And when almoſt an Hundred. of the Members, who 
were Secluded upon that Account, demanded Entrance, 
it was ſlaviſhly voted by the reſt, that they ſhould 
make their Application to the Council, for their Appro- 
bation: This produc'd a moſt Sharp Remonſtrance, Sign'd 
with their own Hands, as may be ſeen at Large in the 
Memoirs, page 649 And if there were nothing more 


p 


this is enough to Void and Null all their Proceedings ; 


This is ſufficient” to ſhew, that this was Poſlibly, the 
moſt packt Aſſembly, that ever pretended to the Name 
of a Parliament; and that there is not the leaſt Co- 
lour of Reaſon, to ſay, that what they did, could any 
ways be the AQ of the People ; Tho' this was the 
beſt Title the Protetor had to his Government, as he 
himſelf thought, not being Solemnly Inaugurated before 
- this pretended Submiſſion, of. the People in Parliament, 
as he calld it. 

I Should now proceed to Conſider the Caſe of Rich- 
ard, but there need not many words to Blow off his Title; 

ſince the only Parliament He Had, as its freedom was 


queſtionable on the former accounts, and becauſe of the 


Excluſion of ſome Members, who it ſeems were unwor- 


thy, becauſe they had been in- Arms againſt the Rump Par- 


liament ; ſo they never came to any Concluſion; about 
the Recognition of his Authority. 

And after all, if thoſe pretended Parliaments had 
own'd both Oliver, and his Son after Him, yet we could 
not call it the Conſent of the Nation, becauſe of 
the Violent Excluſion of the True Houſe 'of Peers. 

As for what follow'd, Rzichard, until the return of 
King Charles, every body knows it was perfect Anar- 
chy, and confuſion. It is certain however, there ne- 
ver. was any Parliament to Confirm the Authorities 


then- 
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then'in being : and fince that is the only Legal way, to 
Teſtify the conſent of a People, we may ſafely Con- 
clude the Uſurpation was never Settl'd. 

I might proceed in this Argument, and at leaſt make 
it probable, that if Cromwe/s Government had been Con- 
firm'd, as far as the free Conſent of our Repreſenta- 


- tives could have Settl'd it, yet it would not have been 


the duty of all Private Men, to: own his Authority ; 
which , tho' it be nor at all neceſſary to maintain my 
Opinion, I ſhall by way of Digreſſion inſiſt a little up- 
on. Now this may feem a contradiction to what I have 
already Aſſerted, or at leaſt Inconſiſtent with the Doc- 
trine Taught in Biſhop Overal's Convocation-Book, but 
I preſume it is neither ; and I only urge it, that the 
True State of the Controverly betwixt us, and fome of 
our brethren, may the better be conceiv'd, who inſinu- 
ate, as if it were one and the ſame thing to pay Obedi- 
ence to the preſent Government, or to rhat of the late 
ProteRor, or any other in his Circumſtances: What has 
been ſaid already, does ſufficiently ſhew the Vanity of 
theſe Men; and therefore it muſt be obſerv'd, that if 
I fail in this attempt, it will not Prejudice thoſe Princi-- 
ples I undertook to maintain ; therefore, what I ſay on this 
head, muſt ſtand or fall alone, and I only proppſe 1t to 
the Conſideration of Wiſer Men. Ys 

What I have to ſay, Runs upon this Suppolition, that 
an Uſurp't Authority is not to be Obey'd, nor judg'd 
to be the Ordinance of God, until it be Throughly 
SettÞPd 2 

It may be ask'd then, If there be quiet poſſeſſion, and 
it be confirm'd by our Repreſentatives, what diftin&ti- 
on can excule us from paying Obedience to ſuch Pow- 
Ers? 

1 Anſwer, our Repreſentatives had no Authority £0 
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deſtroy the Monarchy : And therefore if they had thus 
Tranſgreſt the Limits of their Power, it would not have 
Oblig'd thoſe whom they Repreſented. 

If it be Urg'd, that they have an Unlimited Power : 

I Anſwer, it is True, but not unleſs, when they A& 
in their own Sphere, and in Conjunftion with the 
King, 

bj But it may further be Objefted, that at this rate our 
Repreſentatives could not Transfer our Allegiance to their 
Majeffies, ſince they could not make any bindings Att without 
a King. | 

Anſ. 1 deny it. This they can do, as I ſhall ſhew you 
by and by ; but it 1s an Exception from this Rule : They 
alone, can do no'other Act, that can Oblige us: for in- 
ſtance, they cannot impoſe Taxes, or make Laws that 
{ſhall Oblige us. In theſe, and in all other Caſes, (ex: 
cept this inſtance now before us, of Confirming the 
Authority of a New King) it is our intereſt and ſe- 
curity, that nothing ſhould be Ena&ted, but by the Con- 
ſent of the King, and our Repreſentatives ; and there- 
fore, ſince we Commiſſion them to AQ only with the. 
King, they can never Act without him. 

Thus for inſtance, It a Conqueror has got the whole 
power into his hand, they may Transfer our Allegiance 
to bim; Or if the Royal Family ſhould be Extin&, they 
may proceed to a New Election, Bur if they pretend 
to Govern us themſelves, without a King, this is more 
power, than we have given them ; for we never Truſt- 
ed the whole Legiſlative Authority in their hands : 
and I know not how they ſhould come by it other- 
wile, | 

Obj. But ſome will ſay, in (uch a Caſe it is Devolv'd to * 
them, | 
_ Anſ. 1 deny it, they may bars Power to diſpoſe & | 
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the Crown as they pleaſe, but not to Aſſume the whole 
Soverajgnty tothemſelves. By this means they will Leſ- 
fen our Security ; for whereas now we are Oblig'd on- 
ly by Laws made by the King, and our Repreſentatives, 
we {ſhould then be Obliged by Laws, made only by them- 
ſelves ; which I may fay, is contrary to our Fundamental 
Law, viz. To be Govern'd by a King and our Repre- 
ſentatives. 
The Chain of my Diſcourſe, hath led me into theſe 
untrodden paths, I will Diſentangle my ſelf, as ſoon as 
I can, butall this was neceſſary to prove the thing] am 
aiming at. But to proceed, 

 Obj. A4gainft this it may be Objetted, that if the ROYAL 
FAMILY were Extinit, the whole Power would be 
Loag din the Bands of our Repreſentatives, and who may Re- 
fiſt them? Ds 

Aaſ. To prevent the Diſſolving of the Government, it is 
Neceſlary, they {hould take the Sword into their Hands ; 
but if they will not declare a New King, according to 
Cuſtom, I cannot ſee why they may nor be CompelPd to 
it, {fince they have their Power only 1n Truſt, not in 
their own Right: Thus in Poland, upon the Death of the 
King, if the Repreſentatives of the People, who on that 
occaſion are Entruſted with the whole Power, ſhould pre- 
tend to be Lords Paramount, and would not proceed to a 
New EleQtion ; I know not why the People ſhould 
not demand their Rkight, which is to be Govern'd by 
a King. 

Now this would have been our Caſe, if our Repreſen- 
tatives, in the late times, had patcht up a Government 
withouta King : Tho' this had been done by our Repre- 
fentatives, it could not properly be call'd the Act of the 
\ People, becauſe we never gave them ſuch Authority. This 
you cannot but grant, unleſs you will preſume; mm we 
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Commiſſion them to deſtroy the Monarchy ; which as 
you find can hardly be ſuppos'd in an Ele&ive Kingdom, 
upon the Death of their King ; but it is perfeAt Nonſenſe 
to ſuppoſe it, in an Hereditary Government, whilſt the 
Royal Family is yet in being. It may be ſuppos'd, that 
we Commiſſion them to EleCt a King, in Cate the Royal 
Line {hould Fail, or finding two pretenders, to declare 
. whohas the beſt Title, or to appoint a ProteQor, in Caſe 
of Infancy, or Lunacy ; Or to receive a Conqueror into 
the Throne, in caſe our Natural Prince, be Fled out of 
His Kingdom, and incapacitated to preteQ us, and they 
in no condition to make oppoſition ; or to inveſt the 
next Heir, withRoyal Authority in caſe of Deſertion, eſpe- 
cially if the deſerting Prince, dare not, or cannot come 
to protect us; their enquiry not being, how he came in- 
to that condition, but whether he be in a Capacity to 
Prote& us; and it he benot, they are then ſree to inveſt 
the next Heir with the Royal Authority : In all theſe 
Caſes our Repreſentatives may well preſume on our 
Conſent, tho they A&t without the King, becauſe it 1s 
almoſt Abſolutely neceſſary, theſe things ſhould be done ; 
and intolerable inconveniencies would enſue, perhaps to 
the utter Ruin of the Common-wealth, if they were not 
done : But to preſume, that we give them Authority to 
take, and keep the whole Legiſlative Power in their own 
Hands, or to deſtroy the Monarchy, this 1s a ſtrain be- 
yond my comprehenſion, art leaſt it is not Properly the 
ACt of the People; and therefore they, whom they re- 
preſent, mult Ratify it in their own Perſons; ere they can 
pretend a Through Settlement. 

But then, if the People all the while ſhew great unea- 
{ineſs under this Ulſurpation, if their crys be loud and cla- 
morous, and many of them abſolutely refuſe to own 
the Authority ; This has not the Face of a Settlement :-Here 
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is nothing, that looks like a general conſent ; and thar 
tho* we ſhould ſuppoſe our Repreſentatives to have 
own'd the Ulurpt Authority ; (for as by the Fundamental 
Laws of the Nation, we only Authoriſe them to a&t 
with the King ; ) ſo whatever they ſhall do without a 
King, 1s not valid, unleſs it be in the Caſes before men- 
tion'd, which both Neceffity and Reaſon will allow : 
whereas, neither Neceſſity. nor Reaſon can be pleaded 
in the former Inſtance. 

Bur I do not pretend, that what I have ſaid on this 
Point, will amount to any thing like a Demonſtration ; 
a ſhort-ſighted Man may chance to find greater Flaws in 
it, than I am now aware of : Perhaps, my Zeal for 
Monarchy, has too much heated my Imagination ; and [ 
can only ſay, in my Excuſe, That I have no pleaſing 
Idea's of a Common- Wealth ; and therefore, would wil- 
tingly ſhut the door againſt it. 

But if this will not ſtand the Teſt of a Judicious Rea- 
der, let this Long Parentheſis paſs for nothing, -we need 
no ſuch precarious Principles ; our Caſe is good with- 
out it, as you may find in the other - parts of this Diſ- 
courſe. 

And now I have nothing more to trouble my Reader 
with,but only to Anſwer Two or Three Objections which 
could not ſo conveniently be confider'd in the Body of 
this Diſcourſe ; and then draw ſome Concluſions from it. 

Obj. Firſt then it may be Objeifed, That according to 
theſe Principles, we are now Settled upon a Legal and Right- 
ful Government. | 

Anſ. Firſt, It this be well prov'd, ſo much the bet- 
ter; It 15 then no Argument againſt me. 

Secoxaly, 1 can ire no good Reaſon, Why we ſhould 
not own it to be a Legal and Righttul Government, un- 
leſs. it be, that our Heads are perplex'd with the nice Di- 
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ſtinTtion of a King de Jure, and a King de Fafto: By a. 
King, de Fure, we commonly mean a Prince who has the 
Crown by Right of Inheritance; and it is thought, that 
any other Perſon can be, at beſt, but a King, de Fad - 
Upon this, many ſuppoſe, that His Preſent Majeſty can- 
not be King, de Fare, at leaſt, during the Life of King 
James, but yet may be obey'd, becauſe the Law, made 
in the 1174, of Henry 7th. determines our Obedience to 
a King, ae Fatto, It 1s True, that Law indemnifies thoſe 
who ſhall obey the King in the time being, as the Words 
of the Act run; that is, the King in poſſeſſion, Whether 
he Claims the Crown by Right of Inheritance, or other- 
wile. But if Interpreters ſhall ſay, That he only is. a 
King, de Fure, who Claims his Crown by Right of Inhe- 
ritance, 1t 1s a vilible Miſtake ; for all Mankind, as fas 
as I know, are agreed, That a Conquerour, who makes 
a juſt War, upon the Submiſſion ot the Conquered Ne» 
tion, becomes a King, de Faure; and if in this preſent 
Caſe, His Majeſty is juſtly inveſted with the Royal Au- 
thority, he is ſo. likewiſe, as I think [ have provd: $9 
that, you find this common Interpretation is 1mperfeCt ; 
a King, de Jure, {hould not ſo peremptorily be reſtrained 
to a King by Inheritance; but we run away with the 
Mittake; and without Conſidering, ſecm to yield the 
Point, as if His Preſent. Majeſty were only a King, de 
Fatto, 

I cannot-ſay, Whether ſuch as are skill'd in.the Laws, 
will allow of this Interpretation ; but with ſubmiſſion, I 
preſume it 1s agreeable to reaſon, and does not defeat 
the Deſign of the Law. To ſay, That a King, without 
a Title, is a King, 4 Fare, is a ContradiQtion ; but to ſup- 
poſe, that he that originally wants a Title, does by an Act 
of Recogaition,receive a Title; this we may ſuppole,with- 
- out ſtraining or forcing our Reaſon.: I am {ure jt does 
not 
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not ſound fo harſh, as to require Obedience to an 1Ilegal 
Government, for Conſcience ſake. On other Occaſions 
we make no Scruple to ſay, That a Sentence in a Court 
of Judicature, gives a Man a Title to an Eſtate ; and up- 
on this, the Tenants and Vaſlals, though it were pro- 
cur'd corruptly, are to look upon him, and-pay him Ho- 
mage, as the Legal Poſſeſlor; and the like may be ſaid 
in the Caſe before us, if our Repreſentatives, without 
any good Reaſon, had plac'd His Majeſty on the Throne, 
he had then been a King, de Fadto, a Legal Poſſeſſor in 
the Eye of the Law; bur if they ated according to Rea- 
ſon and Conſcience, as I preſume they did, he is then 
King, de Fare. | 

And if this were allow'd for Sence, we ſhould not be 
driven to ſay, That God Almighty requires our Obedi- 
ence to Illegal Governments; which I cannot yet aſſent 
to, notwithſtanding all the Authorities, which are brought 
to ſupport. this Doctrine. I acknowledge once for all, 
That God removeth Kings, and ſetteth up Kings, as He 
pleaſes; He is not bound by Humane Laws, as we are: 
and when He has ſet up a New King, He muſt be obey'd : 
but an Uſurp't Soveraignty muſt not be aſcrib'd to God, 
or it does not appear to be His Act, until the New King 
gets quiet poſſeſſion, together with an Act of Recogni- 


'tion; it 1s then ſoon enough to aſcribe the Revolurion 


to the Hand of God: When God means to carry things 
to this Length, He docs by one means or other, diſpoſe 

the Peoples Hearts, to receive ſuch a Prince, and then 
he hath God's Authority. _ 
Obj. But it may be urg'a, That this Explication defeats the 
Deſion of the Law, which, as they ſay, was Enafted, to in- 
demnify ſuch as affijted Henry the Seventh, in caſe of a 
New Revolution ; becauſe, originally he had no good Title 
to the-Crown ; for if quiet pollen, and the Recognition of 
Gur 
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our Repreſentatives, gives a Title, it may be ſaid, there was 
no need of this Law. 
an. Firſt, Abundans Cautela non nocet; They could 
never make themſelves too ſecure; and therefore, teſt 
rheir Enemies, as it was in the Fable, ſhould fay, that 
their Ears were Horns, they did wrlely provide againſt 
it, fencing themſelves with an Act of Parliament, tho' 
really there was littie Occaſion for it ; but leſt their 
Enemies might afterwards pretend, That Hexry the 77h, 
was not King, de Fare, they declar'd it Lawful to Obey 
a King, de Faffo,; though at the ſame time, there was 
no great Reaſon to EnaCct it barely on his Account. 
And I preſume, the rather, to make this ConſtruQion 
of it, becauſe it is ſcarce credible, That Hezry the 7h. 
(who had ſo many Claims to the Crown, viz. Blood, 
Conqueſt, Marriage, and all ſtrengthen'd by an Ac of 
Recognition ) ſhould ſuffer his People to fay, that he 
had no Rightful Title to the Crown ; whereas it is faid, 
he was the moſt ſuſpicious Prince then living ; and there- 
fore, it is very improbable, he ſhould own ſuch a Blot 
m his Title, which muſt be, if he madg@himfelf thus a 
King, de Fatto, only. hop | 
Secondly, If this be an empty, groundle(s Surmiſe, His 
Majeſty is yet a Legal King , becauſe this Law ſuppoſes 
we may have ſuch a King: And I may fay, King Fames 
was no more ; for though he had his Authority from 
God, the Law only was our Evidence of his Authority ; 
juſt as we ſay, Marriage is the Ordinance of God; yet 
if a Man be not Marryed by the Form, wiich the Law 
preſcribes, we preſume to call it no Marriage. But at- 
ter all, we are very unfortunate, if this Law, which 
was made to Govern and Dire& us in our Obedience, 
ſhould prove the main Foundation of all our Scruples ; 
for perhaps, if our Fore - Fathers had not troubled Ta 
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with this nice diltinQtion of a King ae jure, anda King, 
de fatto, we [hould not have coin'd it on this occaſion, but 
have generally ſubmitted to their Majeſties, as Lawful 
and Righttul King and Queen. . 

Obj. But Secondly, againſt this Hypotheſis may be Urg'd 
our Vilgar Maxim, That Conqueſt gives Right; for if there 
be any Truth in this ſayinz, there is no need of our Con- 
fent. 

Anſ. This I have in part an{wer'd before, and it the 
Maxim be ill grounded, it muſt ſhift for it felt. 

Secondly, 1 allow there is ſome Truth 1n it, Conqueſt 
may give a Prince Right ro the Conquered Dominions. 
When we are Conquerd, we loſe our Property. But 
I cannot conceive, that he ſhould have Right to our Obedi- 
ence, and our Perſons, as ſo many Cattle, and Stock up- 
on the Ground : and in ſhort, if you would make this the 
ſenſe of it, the condition of a Conquer'd People, would 
be moſt intolerable, ſince we thus bind their conſciences 
without Reſerving them any Property ; it being agreed 
by all, that a Conqueror has the whole Property in the 
Conquer'd Coyntry ; and we only plead to have their 
conſciences free, until they can make Terms for them- 
ſelves, which I think ought not to be included 1n this 
Maxim ; or if it be, I had rather quit the Maxim, than loſe 
my Liberty. 

I Should now have done, only it may be convent- 
eat to draw ſome Concluſions from this Hypothelis, 
wa may not be difagreeable to men of our Prin- 
clples. 

As firſt, If this be true, then it was not his Majeſties 
$word, nor his Armies, that gave him his Authority 
over us, but our Repreſentatives; in the Condition we 
were 1n, did juſtly Transfer our Allegiance to him, as 
1 have already Demonſtrated. This therefore muſt be 
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great f{atisfa tion to us all, that notwithſtanding this 
great Revolution, things'have run in the Right Channel, 
and that he did not pet into the Throne, by Illegal 
means, which being ſuppos'd, we may the better hope 
for proſperity under his Government. 

Secondly, If theſe Principles be True, then his Maje- 
ſty was not EleCed as ſome affirm; for in as much, as the 
Late King was not able, or willing to Prote& us, the 
_ Crown Naturally Devolv'd on his Majeſty, (for if Her 
Majeſty, and Her Royal Highneſs the Princeſs of Der- 
mark be pleas'd topoſtpone their Right, what is that to us) 
and if his Majeſty upon the Late Kings Leaving the 
Kingdom, did not preſently take it, but left the doubr 
to be decided by our Repreſentatives, it is no more than 
might be done upon a Deſcent, if there were two pre- 
tenders to the Royal Dignity ; which beings thus deter- 
min'd, I preſume would not be Deem'd an Election -:; 
their AQ does not ſo much give the Crown, as deter-_ 
Mine, to whom it did belong. And I think this is much 
the ſame Caſe to that. which is now before us; vzz. 
The Conſent of the Eſtates, to place his Majeſty on the 
Throne, does no more Derogate from his Right, than 
the Act of Recognition, paſt by King James the Firſt, did 
ſuppoſe a Flaw 1a his Title. 

Thirdly, Upon theſe Principles we may alſo Silence 
thoſe Raſh Men, who for Reaſons beſt known to them- 
ſelves, frequently tell us, that the Government was dil- 
ſolv'd, when the Late Kiog left us. 

But furely theſe Men cannot ſee an inch before them, 
-and I am almoſt aſham'd to give them a ſerious anſwer. 
Let them tell me, if the Government did thereby -Crum- 
ble into pieces, by what Right did our then Repreſenta- 
tives, Ere& another on the Ruins of it ? If the Fonntain 
.of Honour fail'd, what Right had the Nobility to their 
Peerage, and why might not the meaneſt Peaſant feng 
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his Repreſentative, as well as any Landed Man, or free 
Burgher ? Theſe queſtions are too difficult to be re- 
ſolv'd, unleſs it be upon the ſuppoſition, rhat the Ole 
Government was.then. in being. They were ata loſs in- 
deed, to know 1n whom: the Government ſhould be veſt: 
ed, and. they came together to determine this preat 
queſtion, which, they ſoon Wiſely Reſolv'd ; And un- 
leſs we quietly ſubmit to what 1s done, by our Repre- 
ſentatives in thete Exigencies, we might as well fay the 
Government was Difloly'd , when the King Lefr us, if 
the remaining Powers might not Determine, where we 
ſhould Pay our Obedience : For 1 ſuppoſe thoſe Confu- 
ſions, whatby an unruly Rabble, and a Disbanded Army, 
did ſufficiently ſhew the neceſſity of fixing ſomewhere ; 
and | humbly fuppoſle it 1s as evident to all Mankind, that 
the Late King would not, or could not come to Act his 
part in the Government.. 

But. laſtly, upon theſe Principles (if it: were neceſſa- 
ry to refute ſuch vile Reproaches) we might ſecure our 
laſt Unhappy Prince, from. being accounted the: Grand 
Rebel, as heis ſtyl'd in a late Scurrilous Pamphlet : For 
if it is only our own Conſent, that makes us SubjeRs, 
we may at leaſt be ſo favourable to the Ruins of Ma- 
jeſty, as to excuſe him from being a SubjeU or a Rebel-; 
ſince he cannot be the Head, he has not conſented to be 
any other Member of the Government, not being here 

1n Perſon, or any Deputed from him ; though this can- 
not be ſaid of any other Perſon, ſince they are Repre- 
ſented in our Eſtates, whether they will or not: Nor 
upon.Aany other Hypotheſis can I Conceive it Rational, 
co exclude the Late King himſelf. from being a Member 
of this Preſent Goverament ; but this way he is: ſet at 
Liberty, and conſequently, as free to Invade Their Ma- 
{6ſties Dominions, as any other Prince. If he moleft 
us. with an Unjuſt War, he. muſt expeQ, at the. __ | 
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and Dreadful Day, to give Account for all the Deſolations 
and Blocd-ſhed, that ſhall enſue upon it : If he is in- 
jur'd, he has a good God to Fight his Battles, and we 
a Merciful Creator, that I hope will Compaſſionate our 
Sins of Ignorance : I hope 1 may well call them fo: 
for my part, my Conſcience bears me Witneſs, That I 
think it my Duty to ſubmit to Their Preſent Majeſties 
Government; and that I ſee nothing, that moves a Scru- 
' ple in my Heart, but the contrary Example of ſome 
Worthy Men, who, Iam perſwaded, AQ with great Sin- 
cerity : But ſince Example is no Argument, and if it 
were, is much ſtronger on our part ; I dare not but fol- 
low the Dictates of my own Conſciencc. 
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Eight Letters, written lately by a Gentlemen in his Journey 
yy and publiſhed for the benefit of the publick. | 

late Letter concerning the Proceedings in Scotland, and 
Sufterings of theEpiſcopal Clergy in that Kingdom,price 6 d. 

Roman Forgeries in the Councils, during the firſt four 
Centuries, together with an Appendix concerning the For- 
geries, and Errors in the Annals of Baronius. By Tho- 
mas Comber, D. D. Przxcentor of Tork. 

A Scholaſtical Hiſtory of the Primitive and general uſe 
of Liturgies in the Chriſtian Church , together with an 
Anſwer to Mr. David Clarkſons late Diſcourſe concerning - 
Liturgies, in two Barts in Octavo. By Thomas Comber, D. D. 

Seaſonable RefleStions on a late Pamphlet, Entituled, 
A Hiſtory of Paflive Obedience ſince the Reformation, 
wherein the true Notion of Paſſive Obedience is ſettled, 
and ſecured from the malitious Interpretations of ill de> 
ſigning Men. 

The Golden Rule, or theRoyal Law of Equity Explained. 

A Sermon Preached before the Court of Aldermen, and 
City of London, at Guid-Z7all Chappel, on Sunday Decem- 


ber, the 16th, 1688, Both by F. Goodman, D.D. | 


